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vMI-lTOTES OF THE AI-WiUAL GÊ TERAL MEETING OP THE FORTY PLUS CYCLING 
GtUB',' ̂HELD ON SATURDAY FEBRUARY 10th 1979 at THE CASTLE PUBLIC 
HOUSE. COWCROSS STREET. LONDON.EC3. . . . .. .. 
Mr. Truem^n opened the meeting by welcoming a l l those members 
present. 
L e t t e r s o f appologies f o r non- attendance wea?e received from Mr. 
Bridson, Mr. Thurston, Mr.Edgar, and Mr.. & Mrs, Groom, 
The Minutes o f the previous AGM he l d 18/3/78 were i?ead •arid 
accepted as a cor r e d t record. Prop, Mr, Pembe'rton and'Sec: Mr.'Germain, 
Mr. Pemberton then asked i f Signpost.ms S t i l l being sent on to 
Mrs.Hankin, Mrs Gardner replied'that's-he"'had.'writ'ten a f e w days 
previoAisiy-. to-Mrs,'Hankin who' had r e p l i e d ' t h a t day saying how nice 
i t was to hear"-from us, and t h a t she w o u l d ' s t i l l lik.e the magazine 
sent as she l i k e d ; to keep i n touch-'and had sent a donation o f £1. 
towards .e-xp.ense:B.». -.- c'-''- ... 

Matters A r i s i n g , Mr,Tnieman spoke about' the suggested get-together 
and p o i n t e d out t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s • t h a t we had i n t r y i n g to get some
t h i n g at a weekend which seemed most s u i t a b l e f o r the m a j o r i t y o f 
members,' also saying' t h a t even i n a v;eekday i t could not be arranged 
becae^e o f the d i f f i c u l t y i n g e t t i n g s t a f f at out o f hours, and t h a t 
the committee had r a t h e r r e l u c t a n t l y r e f e r r e d the mat.ter back to the -
AGM, 
one member.'then suggested a c e n t r a l meeting place, ^could t h i s be 
arranged'for r e g u l a r meetings, Mr,' Drewett suggested the ..Castle as 
a venue f o r Beer and sandwiches, Mr, Snburey p o i n t e d out the 
i m p r a c t i c a b i l i t y b f t h i s because a l l members li'ved at ^auch d i f f e r e n t 
and f a r f l u n g ' p l a c e s . Another member|| suggested weekday; evenings but this 
d i d not..draw any support. • ' ' " .; 
Mr.Trueman suggested the Horse-shoe i n Tottenham Court Road, f o r a 
dinner but at the same time sai d t h a t i t would be r a t h e r expensive 
f o r many o f the members and t h a t he thought t h a t costs there, ( i n a 
c e n t r a l .place) would be the' same as f o r a meet and dinner i n any 
places on. the o u t s k i r t s o f London, A f t e r ' t h i s discussion the matter 
was l e f t f o r members to t h i n k about and to come up as Any Other 
Business, l a t e r on 'at the meeting, 
THE SECRETARY'S AND TREASURER^ REPORT was next read and accepted, 
Prop, Mr, Wood.er and sec: Mr; Harper, The P i n a l Accounts were 
discussed and there v/ere ho queries, arid these were accepted, the 
prop: being Mr, Germairi and Sec: Mr, Wooder. 
ELECTION OP OFFICERS FOR 1979 ' 
For President: Mr, Rolfe Prop; Mr. Wooder and Mr, B i l l Turner 
seconded :this'. There were no othe r nominations so Mr, "V/ooder was 
declared President f o r the ensuing year, Mr, Wooder .'then thanked the 
meeting';for t h e i r support • f o r . him, . • • .. 
OTHER OFFICERS WERE ELECTED AS FOLLOWS :-
CHAIRMAN, Mr,Truema?i, Propj. Mr. Wooder, Sec, Mr, Good, 
SECRETARY; .& ' • • 
TREi^RER.; " Mrs, Gardner, Prop, Mr. .Pemberton, Sec: Mr,Jefford." 
Leaders, N o r t h e r n , Mr, Wooder^/his services and was accepted, 

Southenm, Mrs,' Gardner, Prop. Mr,Peraberton, 
Sec: Mr, Pinnemore, 

:.Eastern, Mr, Good s a i d he would be w i l l i n g to c a r r y on 
^ ' , • and h i s o f f e r was t h e r e f o r e accepted, 

. Tuesday,' Mr,Moore', Prop, Mr, Emburey, Sec, Mr,Durrant, 
Wednesday, Mrs,Gardenr, Prop, Mr,Pemberton, 

Sec- Mr, Pinnemore, ' 
Th'iirsday . St,Albans, ;No leader was.-! thought necessary 

;as a l l runs' were impromptu," 



was arranged t h a t W h i t e f i e ^ d should preach i n t h * c o u r t 
y a r d o f Blendon H a l l , Three hundred people came. I t was 
not the o n l y occasion when t h e r e was a crowd a t Blehdpn/ 
H a l l ; some. Londoners came one evening t o hear W h i t i e f i e l a 
preach. I t was l a t e when-the hymn s i n g i n g stopped, ;Six/cy 
people stayed t h e n i g h t i n the Belamottefe' h a r n heforyfe 
se-Dting out on the r e t u r n walk. F o r t u n a t e l y a l l t h e / 
memTsers o f the Delamotte; f a m i l y were a t t h a t time Inr 
sympathy w i t h the Metho°dists and welcomed anyone who came . 
t o heW t h e i r v i s i t o r s preach. But f o r a l l t h e preaching, 
he d i d \ t h e r e , Whit afield- thought of Blendon H a l l afs a 

. r e t r e a t X l He was. p a r t i c u l a r l y happy d u r i n g t h e s p r i n g 
and sumitfer o f 1739. E l i z a b e t h , the Delamotte's yfeldest 
daughter A t t r a c t e d him and he was c o n s i d e r i n g the advantages 
o f m a r r y ing her. E l i z a b e t h c e r t a i n l y l i k e d W h l 'tefield 
and was f l a t t e r e d t h a t so s u c c e s s f u l a pr^eacher enjoyfed 
her corapany\ I t would probably have been a go^d match. 
But W h i t e f i e X d h e s i t a t e d . He had undertaken/Q m i s s i o n t o 
Georgia and dWjided i t "would be wiser t o ge;c e s t a b l i s h e d 
t h e r e b e f o r e proposing.. So h i s proposal a r r i v e d a t 
,Blendon H a l l n e ^ l y a year, l a t e r . - T h e l e t t e r c ontained 
t h e f o r m a l o f f e A o f a j o b as superintendent of an orphanage, 
be f o r e t h e proposa.1 of marriage I I t i s / n o t s u r p r i s i n g 
t h a t he was not accepted.. • 
Meanwhile, John anoV Charles V/esley conxinued, f o r .a time, 
t o v i s i t the Delamomes. Some o f Charl/es' famous hymns 
were perhaps f i r s t sung i n the drawing, room or c o i i r t y a r d 
of the Blendon H a l l of. the mid-eightolehth c e n t u r y . 

. I n 1763 an'owner-occuprer-came t o B^/endon H a l l ^ Bady -

. .Mary S.cott, "a v/idowed grand-daughter of the E a r l of 
Northampton. She spent the remaining n i n e t e e n years o f 
her l i f e ' g e t t i n g Blendon H a l l r e b v i i l t and t h e grounds 
improved. Hasted described"the/new b u i l d i n g as " a neat 
mansion" F o r t u n a t e l y the B r i t i s h Museum has a p i c t u r e ^ o f • 
t h i s " neat mansion" and a copy of i t i s among Bexley 
Archives C o l l e c t i o n . Y 
This house was'added t o and p a u i t l y r e b u i l t by a l a t e r 
owner-occupier, John..Smith, whoXemployed an a r c h i t e c t 
John Shaw and the landscape garofener Hiwnphrey R,epton,' 
Some o f the t r e e s planted aaout the time o f the" B a t t l e 
of Waterloo are s t i l l grov/ing and xnov; have a Tree Preserv
a t i o n Order pn them. / A ' 
Cswald Smith; John's nephfew and eventual succ-essor. a t 
Blendon H a l l , had a daugl/ter, Prances Bora. I n •;1853 
Frances Bora m a r r i e d Lto/Claude Bowes-^yon i n . St. Mary's 
Church, Bexley. I t i s npt d i f f i c u l t toXimagine the k i n d 
of r e c e p t i o n which v;as/held a f t e r w a r d s an the b r i d e ' s home. 
The e l d e s t son of t h i s / m a r r i a g e was t h e V a t h e r of the 
present Queen Mother. / \ 
I n the- second h a l f o/ the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y the' f a m i l y 
o f W i l l i a m C U n l i f f e / P i c k e r s g i l l owned and decupled 
Blendoh H a l l ; They ywere r e g u l a r attend.ers ax St Mary's 
Church, Mr W.C.Prckersgill Senior, who d i e d Vn 1868, i s ' 
commemorated i n t a e n o r t h eas-t window of the >aTorth AisJLe. 
"His widow l e f t t he f a m i l y f i r m "to one son,Johia,and Blendoh" 
H a l l t o the othezt son, Y/illiam C u n l i f f e . P i c k e r W i l l J u n i o r , 
Every year, s i n c e the time o f the Peasants' Re-volt, the 
owner of the Mendon Estate had p a i d q u i t r e n t -tlO whoever 
was Iiord of - the Manor' of Bexley -r the archbishop\ t h e 
King, ̂  V / i l l i a r a Camden-or Oxford U n i v e r s i t y . I t excused the 
land h o l d e r from a l l those s e r v i c e s the medieval t t o a n f 
had t o perfcQ?m for the. Lord o f the Manor. The (5.uit\rent 
due a n n u a l l y from Bilr P i c k e r s g i l l was £2.17.11d. IiA 1880 
he p a i d Oxford Uniy,ersi,ty venty f i v e times t h a t amount 
i n a lump'sum, and thereby r e l i e v e d himself and a l l futurfe 
owners of the Blendon Estate from having t o pay q u i t r e n t . 

• . . . -9. 



.Leaders. Thursday Southend, Mr. Stewart s a i d ~that^.Mr.Challenger 
would take- care o f 4 h i s groujp, • he .• 
had been dotng so since t h e passing• 
o f Mr, Peck l a s t summer. 

Thursday Eastern. Mr, Stewart o f f e r e d to parry on as 
"before and Mr, Wooder s a i d t h a t he 
would continue' to lea d .the slow section. 

EDITOR. 

AUDITOR. 

Sussex. Mr. -iBob Edgar. Prop._ Mr.i-yues o f Burgess H i l l 
•-"•'Sec,-Mr.W.Jennings.' . •'̂  ' ?̂  

No r t h e i m l r e l a n d , • MrsiGardher s a i d t h a t she had not at 
the time heard from C y r i l .Henry, he 
u s u a l l y c o l l e c t e d a l l the,suhs: and 
sent them \vith a l e t t e r c onfirming h i s 

• ' 4 w i l l i n g n e s s to. c a r r y on-as -fche leader 
. ,'• , • ' arad'slie hoped'that, she would hear soon, 
Mr; Russell s a i d t h a t he would not now hd w i l l i n g to 'do 
t h i s j o b , No proposal was forthcoming, then Mr,Pemberton 
•sa:id 'that he'understood t h a t Mrs,Wilcox r e a l l y ' M d ĝ^̂^̂  the 
e d i t i n g ' a s he and a l l G)f us always sent .our copy d i r e c t to 
her and he f e l t t h a t she v/as w e l l : able to do the job as v 
v;ell as a l l the typ.ing o f s t e n c i l s , Mrs,Wilcox s a i d t h a t she 
f e l t unable to w r i t e a n ' e d i t o r i a l each month but, was q u i t e 
w i l l i n g to c a r r y out t h e d u t i e s o f Sub Editor.;as,;before, i t ' 
was then agreed to have Mrs^Wilcox as E d i t o r .and.no'.Sib-
E d i t o r was ;really necessary, O v; 

Mr.EINNMORE Prop;- Mrs^Mrdenr, Sec. Mr.Wooder-
k MMfBBRS - Proposals were f o r Mr, Grermain. Mr,Emburey, Mr,Jennings. 

Mr. R o l f e . and Mr. Piiinemore. -
Mr, Pinnemore sai d t h a t he would r a t h e r be on .the Committee 
. than • a u d i t o r but p o i n t e d out. the he knew o f no ^lawful 

. - impediment as to a' committee member being also .the A u d i t o r , 
,. as there v;ere no o t h e r proposals f o r A u d i t o r , Mr.Durrant 
. . ,then suggested t h a t the f o u r proposals be'accepted and th a t 

Mr. Pinnemore (as Au d i t o r ) be co-opted to the. committee 
• and a l l present agreed to t h i s . 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS. Mr.?/.Allison mentioned-that there was an Estate 
agent i n M s l o c a l i t y who was w i l l i n g to give, a discount..)to ,a;ny one 
whose house he bold' and who v/as a memberaofiYthe Cancer Research 
A s s o c i a t i o n , This was r e f e r r e d to be p o i n t e d i n Signpost-, M r , A l l i s o n 
agreeing to contact .^ r s . Wilcox i n the usual way,' -
Mr, J e f f o r d then queried.the l i s t ' o f d e l e t i o n s o f members who had not 
p a i d and the-sub sequent re-instatement. o f some o f these. A General 
discussion then took place regarding the c o l l e c t i n g o f subs: Mr.Vifooder 
spoke q u i t e f o r c e f u l l y on t h i s saying t h a t according to the r u l e s those 
members.who had not p a i d by 31st March were struck o f f , i f they p a i d 
l a t e r on, they, were o f course r e i n s t a t e d . He s a i d t h a t the 2SSESS30gS 
gSOJtXXrTreasurer could not be exjjected to: keep w r i t i n g to; unpaid 
members, i f .they want.ed to be members- and were keen enouglj..then they 
vjould 0.1? should pay up themselves., we must .be c o n s i s t e n t and s t i c k to 
the r u l e s , Mrs, Gardenri Mr; Triieman and Mr., Rolfe also , supported 
Mi". Tflfooder i n h i s remarks Mrs' Gardner saying t h a t she had had p r i n t e d 
i n the l a s t issue- o f XHHXXiaK-Signpost f o r each year a .reminder t h a t 
Subs: were due on 1st January, g i v i n g the rates and mentioning the 
Rule, and theit some people o n l y woke up when they r e a l i s e d t h a t the 
magazine and runs l i s t was not being deliverejl.amd' d i d Mr, J e f f o r d 
i n f a c t read t h a t reminder, 

SUGGESTED SECTION IN YORKSHIRE. Mrs. Gardner sai d t h a f she had 
contacted Mr,Slack our member i n Keighley and he had sent to her 
the address o f the local-newspaper so t h a t an advert could be placed 
i n the hope t h a t we could get some support, Mr, Slack was w i l l i n g to 
help get a group going, Mr. Claxton then s a i d t h a t i t was usual f o r 
newspsper e d i t o r s to give a paragraph to clubs i f they placed a p a i d 
advertJand t h a t he thoujJhtTit would be worth w h i l e f o r us to do t h i s . 

A-05 t^'r\AU(i Cf\>^ 



a l l t h e owners l i v e d t h e r e , P e r b i e o f Paul's Cray H i l l 
p r o b a h ly o n l y wanted the l a n d . Rawlins l i v e d a t Blendon 
and so d i d h i s son but t h e r e i s no evidence t h a f the next 
owner, / i l a t h a n i e l May, ever occupied Blendon H a l l , By 1609 
i t was owned by Thomas V/roth Esq, and occupied by h l a ' 
widowed s i s t e r - i n - l a w Anne Sherley. Thomas' son, Peter, 
l i v e d t h e r e n e a r l y a l l M s l i f e , Petpr m a r r i e d i n 1624 
and i n \the f o l l o w i n g years t e n c h i l d r e n were b a p t i s e d jln 
St MaryVs" Chtirch. Three "of them d i e d i n i n f a n c y . The 
young esx, Anne, born i n Julyi^ 1644,, was posthumous, S£r 
Peter hdving d i e d the previous May 1644. I t was the/year 
of CromWtell's success a t the B a t t l e of Matston Moor, The 
Wroths, though n o t . u n c r i t i c a l of t h e King, were n e a r l y a l l 
Royalist.\ S i r P.eter's e l d e s t eon, b a r e l y n i n e t e e n years 
old,'was laiready f i g h t i n g on what proved t o be/the l o s i n g 
s i d e , when h i s mother was l e f t w i t h a young f a t h e r l e s s 
f a m i l y t o \ b r i i i g up on inadequate • f i n a n c i a l resources, _ 
Her neighbours at.Lamorbey - t h e Goldwellfe - w e r e 
staunch Pai^liamentarians and c o u l d a f f o r d 
t o t h e i r p a r t y funds. F o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e 
near Blendon though f o r a s h o r t t ime ther, 
P a r l i a m e n t a r i a n ariny en6amped on the' 
But, normal l i f e went .on,- Jeane \7roth, 
was m a r r i e d a t St.. Mary's Church on J 
the day. a f t e r \ K i n g Charles was behead 

hea 

g i v e £70 
re- no b a t t l e s 
was a 
of Bexley, 

sec ond'daught er 
51st-. 1649 -

at Y / h i t e h a l l . 
u a r y 

I>uring the C i v i l Vifar th6 young John )/froth had demonstrated 
b i s r o y a l i s t s m p a t h i e s . A f t e r ' e l e v e n years o f the 
Commonwealth heVhad- some reward, I h e n the monarchy was 
r e s t o r e d i n 1660\ Charles I I made^him a baronet. There 
are.no d e s c r i p t i o n s or p i c t o r i a l / r e c o r d s o f -^he Blendon 
H a l l o f t h a t .time\- but the=Heafth'Tax o f 1662 s t a t e s 
t h a t S i r John Wrotla had 13 h e a r t h s , ( There were 29 i n 
H a l l Place and 10 aHr Lamorbey^) 
S i r John Wroth died jyii"1671 And was succeeded by. h i s 
eighteen year o l d son\ The/second S i r John r o t h d i e d ' 
s i x years l a t e r l e a v i n g a n / i n f a n t son;"yet another John, 
t o i n h e r i t the t i t l e bu^K^not the house. This had been 
s o l d t o S i r Edward Bret-t)v a r o y a l i s t who had f o u g h t i n 
the C i v i l V/ar w i t h .the ymiKst S i r John Wroth, Charles I 
had k n i g h t e d S i r Edwar^ B r e t t Immediately a f t e r a R o y a l i s t 
v i c t o r y i n Cornwall. / S i r EoWard B r e t t s e t t l e d a t Blendon 
H a l l i n 1673. Prom; h i s home Xe c o u l d r i d e ' t o London t o 
meet h i s f r i e n d s - i n c l u d i n g Samuel Pepys - and t o f u l f i l 
h i s d u t i e s as Sergeant P o r t e r oX. His Majesty's Palaces. 
He d i e d i n ,1683 jand l e f t Blenddn'to.his s i s t e r ' s grand
son, John P i s h e r ^ w h o t h e n assumeas.the name o f B r e t t * 
But John P i s h e r Snrett d i d not ihimediately occupy Blendon » 
H a l l . I t was l o t t o the n i n e t e e n - y e ^ ' o l d Lady Mary 
Cosein Gerrardyor Lady Mary B e r k e l e y \ s she p r e f e r r e d ' t o 
be c a l l e d a f t e p her d i v o r c e . She was the o n l y c h i l d of 
th e E a r l o f P^lmouth who was k i l l e d i n a c t i o n the year 
she was born. 
I n 1708 J o l W P i s h e r B r e t t came t o l i v e i n ' ^ s own p r o p e r t y 
and f o r over tweraby years the. e s t a t e benefjNfced by'being 
cared f o r l/y an owner-occupier of competent ineans. He 
l e f t i t to/Jacob Sawbridge a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d i n a«home 
elsewhere/so again Blendon H a l l v/as l e t ; t h i s \ime t o a 
f a m i l y - p i e Belamottes- a very a c t i v e and hosp\table 
f a m i l y ; /Thomas Belamotte J,P. was'a sugar impor\er o f 
London./ His son Charles BelamotteJ was a t OxfordNl^hen 
John=and Charles Wesley were thfere. Both'were f r e q u e n t l y 
i n v i t e d t o stay a t Blendon H a l l . So, to o , was t h e i r ̂ Sriend 
Georgfe ^ V h i t e f i e l d . At Blendon H a l l they a l l met the" v i c a r 
of Bexley, Rev, Henry P i e r s , who. welcomed them t o the b i d 
r e c t o r y o f Bexley, W h i t e f i e l d preached s e v e r a l times i n 
S t / Mary's Church and conducted baptisms - b u t i n 1759 
Rev P i e r s was " i n s t r u c t e d not t o i n v i t e him again t o preach 
i n the p u l p i t . The congregation „was d i s a p p o i n t e d s o ' i t 
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ANY OTHER BU3IDNBSS, Mr, Durrant spoke about the shortage o f small 
cafe's_ and wondered i f i t was worth c o n t a c t i n g the CTG w i t h a view 
to t h e i r support f o r recommending l o c a l people to open up t h e i r 
homes to. proYi<3e tea and snacks f o r c y c l i s t s , l i k e they d i d many 
yearb,ag6i. Several members spoke about the d i f f i c u l t y o f doing 
t h i s , under the new r u l e s Issued'by ;'the Town' and Countly Planning 
o f c a t e r i n g f a c i l i t i e s , Mr. Pembert'on spoke o f an establiskment 
t h a t the Southern go to.,where the lady was q u i t e w i l l i n g . to-provide 
tea, and always d i d when we went, but t h a t .under e x i s t i n g laws she 
was not allowed -to, even, put up a small n o t i c e sayirig 'that'^ Teas were 
a v a i l a b l e . .Mrs, Gardner then,.said .that the .new rules- were also 
demanding t h a t T o i l e t and washing f a c i l i t i e s had to. be provided and 
th a t :,the.re was now a. l i m i t o f time I n .v^hich these were to be ready, 
a f t e r th!at, (a matter a two or. three years now) establishments t h a t 
did' r i o t . COmp.ly would'not, be able to prqyi.de teas> t h i s would then 
even chase .of f .the .>:i^adsldes/the ,mobil c.afeSs t h a t we SSMK sometimes 
saw parked on. waste spots .arid lay-by's. The proposal suggested by 
Mr.Dur.raJi.t was no't .'gSlcipted,- . • 

•phe srficAaT n-Fit-together then came lap 'ag^ain and i t , was mentioned, t h a t 
Mr. Wooder had a proposal from Mr-, & Mrs.V .Pr^ench,'members at Halesworth 
i n S u f f o l k f h a t we had a week-end. at B l a x h a l l Youth Hostel-, but t h a t 
t h i s was- not q u i t e what was wanted, .Mr, Pemberton s a i d t h a t at Xmas 
some, p.f the sections d i d . h o l d t h e i r o^m f u n c t i o n s and.these were w e l l 
supportedj and also mentioned e a r l i e r f u n c t i o n s t h a t were MggsnOfgCS 

.mo"stly supported by members f r i e n d s , a f t e r some, discussion Mr. 
TrLieman Proposed and' Mr. Pi.nnemore Seconded a proposal t h a t we leave 
thi's/i'dea on t h e ' t a b l e 'for sec^fipns .to arrange'- thei-r own f u n c t i o n s as 
at'present . - ' • , '. ' '. ' ' 
Mr'.W.Allison -t.hen.'suggested t h a t i t might be-possible' 'for us; to organise 
a sponsored r i d e i n 1979"•. This d i d not "seem to get much',support, Mr. 
Embury was against the 'rd.ea .as he'said t h a t there \rere' ,now ' so many 
sponsored: rides, and walks that' he thought they were'a "bit-./overdone. 
Mr, Rolfe suggested t h a t perhaps' I t could b;e done by ^ r i d i n g " , i n groups. 
I t was""eventtially-'left f o r Mr. AJ-lison to have, the idea mentioned 10 
Signpost-, ' 

The meeting closed at l.L|.Opm w i t h a-vote o f thanks.,to ^ the'^'coiftmittee 
by Mr,: B i l l Turner. -yJ'--



BLENDON 

Blendon was f i r s t ' s e t t l e d i n Ss.:2cn times. The e a x l i e s t 
forms, of the name -. Bladint.on, Bladynton, Bladlgdon. a l l 
d e r i v e from t h e - o l d E n g l i s h language- brought t o our" 
c o u n t r y by Saicon invaders a f t e r the-Rom^ans' had. l^ f - f c , 
BXadinton means " the fsom of t h e people near ;Oie dark 
water" ., . . 
I n aNsurvey of the manor made j u s t before K?^ng John signed 
•the Magna Ga.rta two men' of' Blendon are named - Henry and' 
Eadv/lnT\ They were a,inong' eighteen l e a d i n g ^ t e n a n t s in,.the' 
Archbishop o f Canter^biir-j's'manor of Bexl^y, A c o u r t r o l l 
o f 1241 prwT-es t?aat Robert of Blendon'was c a l l e d t o serve 
on t h e j u r y N a t the Canterbur^r As.sizes/. This suggests t h a t 
Robert v/as r^sch erio-ugh t o " o'jm a.hors/^and t h a t he had a i 
l e a s t one seri\who" oo'uld take caire df his. c a t t l e w h i l e he 
was av/ay from hb*me„ I n 1283 another survey o f the manor 
s.tates t h a t J o h n \ ^ Blendon was Re4ve o f Bexley,. He- was 
t h e r e f o r e resp'dnsi1sQ.e f or organisajig the'work o f t h e 
tenants on the 250 stores o f demesne l a n d . At t h e .appr6-
priate'Bea3o-.-a he had xo "'̂ ^ •4--U„JC_J.-,. -
hoeing,reaping 'and t h r 
the work 'of keeping t h e 
the barns and r e p a i r i n g 

see tha;6-the ploughing,' sdwing, 
l i n g w/re done.'He had'to a l l o t 
:JqJ^ls/ln working order, r e - t h a t c h i n g 
rexcels. He had t o make sure each 

group of t e n a n t s c a r t e d 8 ce&^tloads.of hay and 8 c a r t l o a d s 
of f u e l ' t o the barns o f the'Masmr House behind St.Mary's 
ChiirchB The reeveship wa^no sJ^^^cure but John o f Blendon 
had h i s eompensations f o r / h i s wor55\as reeve. He h''eld more 
l a n d than anyone else i n / t h e manor^V He r e c e i v e d a s t i p e n d 
of f i v e s h i l l i n g s a yeaj/ and had an ailowance o f wheat. 
Beside these m a t e r i a l rewards, he was "^fcij^ r ecognised 
leader of the tenant's -and he would meet,^i^f n o t t h e 
archbishop h i m s e l f , ax l e a s t h i s represent^stiye when 
the accounts were prefsented,, A t a x r e t u r n o f 1301.. shows 
t h a t Agnes of Blendcm. -' probably 'John's widow - pald_more 
ta x t h a n anyone elafe i n the manor of Bexley - t h m j g n f t p t 
as much as. Roger of Rmcley i n h i s manor ot P o o t p ^ r a y , ' 
-Another J o h \ o f Blsndon, who d i e d i n 13°25, was a lawyer ^ 
j u d g i n g by t l i ^ c o s t u m e shown on h i s brass memorial. T h i s 
memorial i n c l u o ^ ^ h:Ls v / i f e , Maud;: and i s now i n t h e •;. 
new St. Mi c h a e l ' V Church a t East l^ickhm," I t i s "the 

c i v i l i a n . John 
. J yu. some importance 

not o n l y i n Bexley b\aV i n the l e g a l / w o r l d of Lohdon, I n 
1377 Jorda.n of Blendon^\possibly tHemr grandson, Sold h i s 
i n h e r i t a n c e t o a member csf the Yifalshingham f a m i l y . 
At the end of the fourteenrfc c e n t u r y Blendon was occupied 
by Henfy of Castelayn* He ŵ sŝ  a p . o l i t i c i a n who h e l d 
h i s l a n d on cornagey or horn/Nhenure, According t o a 
pay r o l l o f the time he was/Kee^r of t h e Archbishop-* s 
Forests and earned £10 a year, fiSfee f u e l and one s u i t • 
w i t h the Arch'bishop'3 baplJge on i t X Apparently Henry o f 
Castelayn h e l d t h i s p o s / t i o n from 1>Q1 the year of t h e 
Peasants' R e v o l t - t i n t i l h i s death in\1407. His w i l l , 
s t i l l i n Lambeth Palace l i b r a r y , expresses h i s wish t o 

Mapy's Church, Bexley. l i i S memorial, 
s/bn the n o r t h w a l l theres. He l e f t £2 
"ade i n the west w a l l of the church 

'f the present v/est window ls"^iB. the 
h i s time).- Henry of Castelayn a l s o 
r e p a i r of two roads, one l e a d i n g from 

licw O b , H i c n a e i ' S v Ciiurch a t East V/ickl 
e a r l i e s t survivingva)rass commemorating 
and Maud must have T>een wealthy and 

be b u r i e d i n St, 
the horn brass, 
t o have a window 
( the stonework 
decorated s t y l e / o f 
l e f t money f o r / t h e 
Blendon t o B: 
He had prob 
t o the r o y 
There were 
d u r i n g the 

/ 

.ckfen and the other from Blendon t o W e l l i n g , 
l y s u f f e r e d from the r u t s and m i r e on h i s way 
palaces of El'tham and Greenwich. 

f r e q u e n t changes i n the 
f i f t e e n t h and s i x t e e n t h ownership c e n t u r i e s 

o f Blendon 
- and n o t 
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Since my r e p o r t a t the AGJi i n March 1978 3the$club has continued to 
make steady progress and i s now i n a he a l t h y p o s i t i o n f i n a n c i a l l y , 
i t w i l l be remembered t h a t the Subs: were r a i s e d a w h i l e ago to help 
pay the i n c r e a s i n g costs o f the paper. I n k and o t h e r items t h a t we 
use, and added to t h i s i s the support t h a t many members have given 
p e r s o n a l l y , l i k e sending donations when renewing t h e i r annual Subs: 
sending stamped and addressed envelopes, small items^but added up 
they a l l help, I l e a m e d a short while ago t h a t B i l l Moore the 
Tuesday Leader k i n d l y presented Mrs.Wilcox w i t h about 200 S t e n c i l s , 
enough f o r more than 2 years magazines, and one day a Taxi-drew up 
at B i l l Jennings house, out jumps Jack I v o r y v.'ith 5 tubes o f p r i n t i n g 
i n k Y^hieh he then exchanged f o r a mug o f tea, we also, through the 
good o f f i c e s o f another member managed to get q u i t e a la r g e supply 
o f d u p l i c a t i n g paper at a very reasonable p r i c e , i t i s actions l i k e 
t h i s t h a t make me f e e l t h a t the job I do as Secofetary & Treasurer 
i s a l l so very w e l l worth w h i l e . 

On the membership side I f i n d t h a t on 31st December 1978 v/e had 276 
f u l l y p a i d up members, a small drop on the r e s u l t at the same time 
i n 1977, 28 members d i d not rene»iffor 1978 but 7 o f these were 
because o f the passing o f some members, they are., as f a r as I have 
been able to a s c e r t a i n , lr,,Jim Ford o f Brentwood., Mr,L.Couzins o f 

t t e r s Bar, Mr.P,Hawes o f Berkhamstead, Mr.S.Jenkinson o f N.l6.., 
Mr.P.Hollis o f Buekhurst H i l l , Mr.A.Pfeifer ©f Stanmore and MriH. 
Peck from South Benfleet,^but we have ma^e 38 e n t i r e l y new members 
during the year, as w e l l as two married couples who had dropped out 
and r e - j o i n e d , i t would perhaps be i n t e r e s t i n g to f i n d out the r i d i n g 
s t r e n g t h o f each s e c t i o n , maybe I can get something on t h i s during 
1979. I understaf5ai t h a t the Tuesday group get up to 39 out i f the 
saddles are counted at lunch time and B i l l Moore the Leader i s 
l o o k i n g forward to reaching the f o r t y mark p r e t t y soon, TheTl^Birsday 
Section i s s t i l l keeping up i t s numbers and i t s i n t e r e s t i n the 
many places t h a t V i c t o r Stewart has on h i s l i s t s . The Wednesday 
r i d e r s are s t i l l vê '̂.mucBL i n the m i n o r i t y , but the Southern Sunday 
Section i s m a i n t a i n i n g i t s dozen o r so each r i d e . The Northern & 
Eastern Sunday sections are keeping going even i f t h e i r numbers are 



^ -.̂  - - (.2 ) . ^ - . . - . , 

a- l i t t l e - s m a l l e r than the o t h e r s . The West Sussex Section, as you 
w i l l know have r i d e s on Sundays, Tuesdays and Fridays and seem to 
be keeping up t h e i r s t r e n g t h , we had f e a r s f o r Bob Sdgar at t h i s 
time l a s t year as he was not a t a l l well, a deputy leader was found 
i n Vince Lo-winan, but Bob recovered and Vince d i d not have to step 
i n t o the breach a f t e r a l l , and t h i s s e c t i o n has had some new members 

• Tom Wooder s t a r t e d a Slow Thursday Section and I 
during the year. understand t h a t t h i s i s being supported, 
Baiik Holiday Tours were h e l d at Easter, a t Slimbridge Youth Hostel, 
t h i s being very w e l l attended i n a record gttehdance o f 23, the most 
f o r some time, May Day was i n Kent & Surrey, Spring Bank Holiday at 
SKaaaOaEgKaSK-Youth Hostel and August a t Sherringham H o s t e l , a l l being 
Quite suecessful t o u r s , 
Signpost' has appeard r e q u l a r l y each q u a r t e r and" copy i s ' r e c e i v e d by 
Mrs,Wilcox i n r e g u l a r doses^' ft*J^nf^s^irfffiSnl§d^il&t"'§l'f tember 
t h a t he irould be g i v i n g up the p r i n t i n g j o b at the end o f the year 
and .we then had to f i n d another member to take the j o b on, we can I 
t h i n k c o n g r a t u l a t e ourselves on being able- to persuade M r , B i l l ITewman 
to take on t h i s task and he-has already, had a go at the machine and 
pr©,ducej.C,,.t'he AGM Agenda's so i t looks as i f we s h a l l be r e c e i v i n g 
our ̂ S i g n p o s t ' s " f o r a w h i l e y e t . We have a good personal d e l i v e r y 
s e rvice going w i t h about as ly 120 - 130 being sent through the post, 

I •• 
another sa-ving o f club funds, 

f i n a l 
You w i l l - see from the^accounts submitted w i t h your copy o f Signpost 
f o r December t h a t The e l e c t e d A u d i t o r d l d r i o t i n " f a c t c a r r y out the 
du t i e s , t h i s was because he had been |TSite i l l f o r some time and as a 
matter o f fact- i s not w e l l y e t . At the approval o f the Committee Mr. 
Pinnemore, the previous Auditory^took over the j o b . The accounts 
cannot be r e a d i l y Compared w i t h the previous year's because i t was 
agreed t h a t they should be f o r nine months o n l y to make the f i n a n c i a l 
year end a t 30th September each year. (This a t the AGM 18th March 1978) 
but i t w i l l be seen t h a t we are, as p r e v i o u s l y mentioned i n a sound 
p o s i t i o n , again the o n l y L i a b i l i t i e s are the aeii;8,25 s u b s c r i p t i o n s 
p a i d i n advance., We d i d purchase a good stock o f Metal Pig. Type 
Badges during the year and these can be obtained from the various 
runs leaders and from the Treasurer. A f t e r t h e e x i s t i n g stocks o f 
Metal Stud, C l o t h Transfers are s o l d s h a l l n o t be purchasing 
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farther supplies, the reason being that they are very slow to s e l l , 
the l a s t batches having taken about 15 years to go, and the J I B * 
p r i c e s did not make i t worth wjiile, coupled with the fact that the 
suppliers of Transfers would only take orders f o r 1000 or more. 
May I take t h i s opportunity to thank the committee f o r t h e i r 
continued support during the year and also say that I w i l l be quite 
w i l l i n g to carry on the Job as Secretary and Treasurer i f nominated 
and elected. 
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MINUTES 0!P COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT CASTLE PUB. ON 
SATURDAY 27th JANUARY 1979. 
13 Members were present, i n c l u d i n g the new P r i n t e r Mr.Newman, 
and apologies wcffe received from Mrs.Wilcox who was unable to 
at t e n d . 
The Minutes o f the meeting h e l d on 23rd September 1978 were 
read and accepted. Prop: by Mr. Germain and sec: by Mr.Pemberton. 
M a t t e r s a r i s i n g , MrVWooder s a i d t h a t he had received o n l y one 
r e p l y f o r a suggested g e t - t o - g e t h e r and t h i s was from our members 
Mr, & Mrs, French at Halesworth, who suggested a meeting o f 
members at B l a x h a l l Youth H o s t e l , so Mr,Trueman suggested t h a t 
'bke matter be r e f e r r e d to the AGM to see what o t h e r requests were 
forthcoming,. 
Mr.Trueman s a i d t h a t he had not received any o t h e r r e p l i e s to 
the suggested club t o u r f o r 1979 and i t was agreed to drop the 
idea as we d i d hot-have s u f f i c i e n t support. 
The question o f the r e t u r n o f the Badge Dye from Mr.Brunwin next 
came up, Mr,Stewart sai d t h a t he had seen Mr.Brunwin who s a i d t h a t 
the Dye was i n h i s Sub;Contractors works at Birmingham, but tha t 
he would be c o l l e c t i n g t h i s when he next v i s i t e d them. Mrs. Gardner 
sa i d t h a t she had also had a word w i t h Mr.Brunwin about t h i s at a 
clu b run when he was there, he had t o l d her t h a t he would be g e t t i n g 
i t from h i s sub:contractor, i t was l e f t t h a t Mr.Stewart would c o l l e c t 
when i t was a v a i l a b l e . 

Mrs,Gardner s a i d t h a t she had received a q u o t a t i o n regarding the 
supply o f c l o t h badges from Mr.BiTinwin, but a f t e r some discussion 
on the amount s o l d i n previous years I t was agreed to discontinue 
the use o f t h i s type o f badge, Mrs,Gardner also had a qu o t a t i o n 
f o r the supply o f Transfers, but t h a t the s u p p l i e r s would only take 
on orders f o r 1000, and again i t was thought t h a t t h i s would not be 
u s e f u l as the sale o f the previous batch o f 250 had taken 15 years 
to s e l l , so i t was agreed also to discontinue the use o f these. 
The suggestion t h a t we do not purchase C l o t h Badges was Prop: by 
Mr.Tllfooder and seconded by Mr.Russell, and the discontinuance o f 
the Transfers waS prop: ' by Mr,Moo re "and Sec: by Mr,Wooder, 

The question o f Leaders f o r the next three week-end to u r s next 
came up f o r discussion and Mr, Germain s a i d t h a t he would bie 
w i l l i n g to book, at the ho s t e l s f o r May Day a t , S t r e a t l e y , and S p r i n g ^ 
at S a l i s b u r y , but he thought t h a t he was not a good leader, and i t ^ 
was decided t h a t a c t u a l l y leaders were not a l t o g e t h e r necessary, as ;T 
members could always go i n small groups and then meet each evening ^ 
at the H o s t e l , a l l t h a t was r e a l l y necessary was f o r someone to be 
responsible f o r the bookings. Mrs. GardSiar s a i d t h a t she would be 
responsible f o r .the August Bank Holiday at T r u l e i g h H i l l . This § 
i n f o r m a t i o n was to be i n c l u d e d i n the next runs l i s t s together w l t h ^ 
the c o s t s , and l a t e s t dates f o r booking, " ^ 
The General Secretary's Report was then read by Mrs,Gardner, who 
sa i d t h a t Subs: were coming i n w e l l , and t h a t she had some nic e |-
l e t t e r s from members who sent i n donations w i t h t h e i r subs: ^ 
Enquiries were s t i l l being received responding to the advert i n 
Cycle Touring, the advert f o r t h i s would be renewed again, l 6 New-J; 
members had j o i n e d since the l a s t meeting, she had not y e t heard l^"" 
from the Northern I r e l a n d Leader M r , C y r i l Henry, but as he u s u a l l y 
sent i n a l l the subs: f o r the f o l k over there she expected to hear 
soon, A small discussion was had by Mr,Trueman and Mr,Wooder about 
members who do n o t , f o r some reason o r o t h e r , renew. Our l a t e 
President Mrs.Lang used to chase members f o r subs: and some used 
come as l a t e as December f o r t h a t year, but t h i s was not now done 
so members had to remember f o r themselves. 
Mrs.Gardner mentioned the new members Mr.P.Slack i n Keighley who 
seemed anxious to get a s e c t i o n going up t h e r ^ and Mr.Germain 
suggested t h a t we contact him to f i n d out i f there was a l o c a l news
paper wherein we could a d v e r t i s e . Mrs.Gardner sai d she would do t h a t . 
i n one o f the l e t t e r s received by the Secretary i t was mentioned 
t h a t he hoped somea would be w i l l i n g to make out the runs l i s t 
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f o r the Southend Section, i t was learned t h a t Mr,Hoy Ghalleiiger 
•cms already doing t M s ^ 'tU ^X'^.t^^nywiMa.^^ Aioi^^^ d-ilef otM'*-<A^^ 

Apy o t h e r business, Mr.Russell, E d i t o r , then produced a l e t t e r 
t h a t he had received from Mr,C.Merrett i n v/hich he mentioned some 
aspect o f the Accounts o f the Cltib t h a t he thought were bad, and 
a f t e r some discu s s i o n Mr,Russell was i n s t r u c t e d t o answer the 
l e t t e r on b e h a l f o f the committee^ a f t e r reference to the 
f i n a n c i a l r e p o r t which had e v i d e n t l y been challenged by Mr,Merr4tt 
The r a i s i n g o f the Subs: from 50p to £1, had been made to ??over 
the increase i n p r i c e s o f supplies, we also had at the time to buy 
a new t y p e w r i t e r f o r use by Mrs.Wilcox, and a new d u p l i c a t o r , the 
cost o f t h i s was very reasonable as i t turned o u t . Then i t was 
learned from Mr.Jennings t h a t he had not had to buy much Ink as 
Mr,Ivory had presented the club l a s t February w i t h 5 tubes, and 
Mrs.G-ardner also s a i d t h a t Mr,Moore had presented Mrs,Wilcox w i t h 
200 S t e n c i l s , more than two years supply, i t was t h i n g s l i k e t h i s , 
t h a t heliped the club along so w e l l . I t looked a t f i r s t hand as 
i f we d i d have a good balance i n the B u i l d i n g Society, but t h i s 
would soon be r a t h e r less as supplies o f paper were now needed d 
once again the p r i c e s had gone up, v/e w i l l also soon need more 
S t e n c i l s and some I n k , and then magazine covers would also need to 
be p r i n t e d . Mr.Russell agreed to p o i n t a l l t h i s out to Mr.Merrett. 

The F i n a n c i a l repor;^ was accepted. Prop: Mr,Grermain amd Sec, 
by Mr, Pemberton, 

Mr, Finnemore asked t h a t e x t r a copies o f runs- l i s t s be a v a i l a b l e 
f o r some members who sometimes found themselves i n conversation 
w i t h o t h e r c y c l i s t s who could p o s s i b l y be persuaded to j o i n and 
t h i s was agreed. He also suggested t h a t Y;e t r y to get some o f the 
l o c a l Cycle Shops to have a small note regarding the club displayed 
f o r us. Mrs. Gardner agreed to see Bird's a t Green St,' Green. 
E x c e l l at Woolwich, Holdsworth at W e l l i n g and the Shop at L o n g f i e l d . 
Another Member agreed to see O'Brien's shop 

'l^^^=.^^^<2:^-^^^s$^iet^^'^ Mr, Moore- t h a t Mr.George r^. Hewett had beea 
-£nocSo^""orF^nia 3ycl#Uand v;as then i n H o s p i t a l at Slough, but would 
f o r t u n a t a l y be r e t u r n i n g home, Mrs. Garciiner s a i d she would w r i t e 
on b e h a l f o f the committee. We also learned t h a t Mr,Ivory.now had 
the p l a s t e r o f f h i s broken l e g , and t h a t Mrs. Engel had also had 
a broken arm through s l i p p i n g on the i c e , but t h a t she was now 
on the way to recovery,' 

The committee was pleased to see the nevi/ P r i n t e r Mr,lTe\ivraan v/ith 
them, also Mr.Jennings ( r e t i r i n g ^ r i n t e r ) I t was learned t h a t 
c o l l e c t i o n o f the copies o f Signpost had been arranged from Mr. 
Newmans v;hen they were ready, a vote o f thanks to Mr.Newman f o r 
stepping i n t o the breach v;as prop: Mr,Stewart and Sec: by Mr, 
Pemberton, 

Mr, Russell then s a i d t h a t he would not be - w i l l i n g to stand as a 
nominee f o r t h e E d i t o r ' s j o b at the AGM on 10th February next, 
t h i s was learned w i t h r e g r e t . 

The date o f "the next meeting was arranged f o r 7 t h A p r i l 1979. 
end the meeting closed at 2pm, 



General Secretary's report for committee meeting on 27th January 

I have to report that a l l seems well, Suhs: are coming i n regularly, 
and we are i n a very healthy position fanancially as you w i l l see 
from the report c i r c u l a t e d among you, 

I have had some nice l e t t e r from members, who send i n t h e i r subs: 
many also send donations, stamps or addressed envelopes, t h i s i s 
very good of them, enquiries are s t i l l mentioning Cycle Touring so 
as agreed at the l a s t meeting I w i l l be renewing the Advert i n that 
magazine when the time comes along, we s t i l l have one issue to go. 

I am s t i l l trying to get the Badge Dye from Doug, Brunwln, i t appears 
that he has not got i t i n h i s workshop as i t goes out to a sub
contractor, s h a l l I write to him again or ask V i c t o r to make an 
extra e f f o r t to get i t back. I f I knew where i t was I would w i l l i n g l y 
go over with permission from Brunwln and c o l l e c t i t myself. 
So f a r ''̂ ^̂ New Members have been joined since the l a s t meeting, but 
turo of these, Mr. & Mrs, GTOCger are old members who have re-joined, 
I have not yet heard from our Northern I r e l a n d Group, C y r i l Henry 
usually send i n t h e i r Subs: a l l together, but one new chap from over 
there has joined 



LIIiTUTaS OF GOH!ITTEE MEBTING HELD ON 7 t l l APRIiD iq7Q. 

11 MemlDers t'ere present. During the flieeting Mr.Nev-man telephoned 
to. say t h a t he had been on h i s v;ay and had s u f f e r e d , some t r o u b l e 
v a t h h i s c y c l e and vjas unable to come any f u r t h e r . 'Mr.Jennings 
was not present but i t was assumed t h a t ov/ing to the p o s t a l 
d i f f i c u l t i e s he had not received the n o t i c e and agenda. 

. Tl^66^6Mtea o f the p r e v i o i i s meeting- h e l d on 2 7 t i i January were 
: read, i t being, agreed to amend the itom regarding • the accident 
s u f f e r e d by Mr.G.Hewitt from "Knocked o f f h i s c y c l g " to "Had an 
accident v/hile c y c l i n g " aniS a f t e r t h i s i t was.proposed by Mr.Moore 
and seconded by Mr.Germain t h a t they be accepted as a t r u e record, 
a l l agreed. 

Matters a r i s i n g . ^The -question o f the Badge Die came up and 
Mr,Stev;art s a i d t h a t he had now received t h i s from Mr.Brunwin, he 
agreed to contact Mr.Pemberton w i t h a view to having the Die c o l l e c t e d 
and t r a n s f e r e d to the keeping o f the Secretary, at l 6 Red House Lane, 
Bexleyheath. A l l agreed t h a t ' t h i s should be done. 
Mrs. Gardner said t h a t she had i n s e r t e d a' note i n the covers o f 
the next magazine f o r a l l those people who had not then renev/ed 

^ t h e i r s u b s c r i p t i o n s , there being 59> 26 had p a i d since the notes 
were i n s e r t e d . 

Mr. V/ooder then answered the telephone c a l l from Mr.Newman, and 
t o l d us t h a t He, (Mr Nev.-man) a f t e r some t r o u b l e w i t h t h e wrong paper 
being d e l i v e r e d and;: returned, was i n the process o f p r i n t i n g the 
magazine and inins l i s t s and these' would be I'eady Just a f t e r the tas^ 
weekend. •' 

Mrs. Gardner said t h a t she had been i n touch'with the member Mr.Slack 
i n ' Keighley and had s t a r t e d to i n s e r t an advert 'in h i s l o c a l News
paper", the Telegraph and Argus, v/ith a view t o ' ' t r y i n g 'to get a section 
going up t h e r e , so f a r U- adverts had appeared and two had y e t to be 
p r i n t e d , she was a w a i t i n g r e s u l t s , but menti-med t h a t there were 
sev e r a l strong GTC sections i n the area and she wondered now v.'hat 
response we would g e t . 

The L e t t e r received from Mr.Merrett was then asked aibout, Mr.Russell 
who had attendied the meeting t o pass on c l u b items to Mrs.Wilcox s a i d 
t h a t hb had r e p l i e d some time ago ancLreceived another l e t t e r which 
he had passed on to the sec'ret-ary. Mrs.Gardner s a i d t h a t Mr.P-'^mberton 
was i n The process,of working out some d e t a i l s as to i'fWhere the 
money goes" and he'would be i n c l u d i n g t h i s i n h i s q u a r t e r l y e f f o r t s 
to the'magazine. Everyone agreed t h a t t h i s would, be a good idea, Mr. 
Trueman suggested t h a t i f Mr.Merrfett was n o t anxious t o . a t t e n d the 
A(Sv! and have h i s _ f e e l i n g s mentioned then we had perhaps b e t t e r leave 
the matter there a f t e r the item ŵ .s put i n the next magazine. 
Mrs.Gardner mentioned t h a t she had so f a r managed to get some clu'i 
adverts put i n cycle shops,' S x c e l l at Vifoolv/ich, Holdsworth at Welling. 
Ken Birds at Green St.Green. Bob Pihnemore had g p i a-runs l i s t s i n the 
Cycle shop at Longfiend and Mrs,Gardner eaid. t h a t she would f o l l o w 
this'one,'up when the l a s t dates came along. Mr.Stewart s a i d t h a t he 
had 1 i n Rory O'Briens Shop, and one i n another , shop ( I could not 
remember the name) and Mr.Moore took away two^notices i n the hope that 
he could g e t them -up somev/here. 

. .i 
Of t h ^ i n j u r e d members, i t was learned t h a t Mr.Ivory was :now w e l l 
and c y c l i n g again. M'rs.Sngel was not too goodj Mr.Eftgel wrote to say 
thAt i t would be 3 to 6 months before the. use was completely r e s t o r e d 
to Mrs.Biagel's arm. Mr.Moore reported t h a t Mr.Hewitt was c y c l i n g now 
but t h a t he thought i t was a b i t too soon. 



l e t t e r i s on a separate briok approximately one foot 
Square. This sign, which was formerly on one of the 
factory w a l l s has only required a general scnab and 
brush up to nake i t ready for display. 
The olker sign i s from 1' S e l f e s ' Jewellers Watchmakers 
Optical Instruments & Silversmiths " made about 1901 and 
which was acquired whep the double fronted smop was 
demolisned a few years ago to make way for Ahe new E r i t h 
Shopping Centre, The sign was made by etejriing and 
decoratiVely r u t t i n g i n t o the g l a s s the lifttters and fancy 
scrollwoia, laying i n go l ^ l e a f , applying a t h i c k coat 
of dark green paint as background and w h i l s t s t i l l wet 
applying a felt•backing. I n course of time the .glass 
beEsuae broken i n a few places smd the Back became subject 
to the ravages of the„weather. On removal of the sign 
by the BoroSgh i t was seen that t h i s had caused the 
paint and goud l e a f to become fragmentary so that now 
there was s t i l l some on the gl a s s ana a l o t ' o f paint arid 
some gold leax attached to the barking f e l t . Restoration 
has been goinA on by f i r s t consolidfeiting the loose gold 
l e a f , then removing any paint t h a t / i s on'the f e l t backing 
and repainting ̂ he g l a s s where neeessary, f i n a l l y 
r e j o i n i n g the two with glue. Restoration time has been 
lengthy due to tty i n g to avoid pointing the g l a s s where 
there w i l l be goM l e a f which i s on the. backing f e l t , 
and due to the f e l t stretching An some places and 
co n s t r i c t i n g i n omers. One xen foot length has been 
completed and now kwgd.ts noun1p.ng onto a wooden frame 
and support which m i l then" be a f f i x e d across the top 
of some of the dispj^ay c a s e s / i n E r i t h Museum, 
OTHER ITEMS 
Hot a i r engine ( finilsshed )/ two ton. Gas Engine used 
for s t r e e t l i g h t i n g at^Lewisham ( nearly f i n i s h e d ) , toy 

engine ( f i n i s h e d ) , V i c t o r i a n 
lifl they, invent these things ? ) 
fisplay at E r i t h ( but we are 

trouble at the moment ) , A 
'p3^pbably f a i l e d because you 

couldn't see what you yad \yped u n t i l you had f i n i s h e d 
the l i n e and woxuid th^paper up,' Bellows operated 
vacuum, cleaner-cumcartiet sweeper. An Octant, r i r c a 1800, 
whioh i s a navigatiorfel instmiment probably used on one 
of our ships explorifig and trading the oceans of our 
far-flTing empire. An i r o n anov brass p a i r of butcher* s 
sca l e s three f e e t high surmounTied by a large f i g u r e of 
a b u l l . Cart hor>Be harness anH trappings. 

car operated by a stee 
k n i t t i n g machine ( how 
An Edwardian dress - on 
having " slipped bustle 
Me r r i t t 'typewriter - it> 

J,E.PACKER, 

• / V 
SOME NOTES/ON ST. JAMES' S CHURCH, NORTH CRAY 

The present/church i s a mid-19th C, replacement of an 
older churoni; the nave being r e b u i l t between 1850 and 
1852, the Aower and s p i r e i n 1856 and the o^hancel extended 
1871-72. /The building suffered some damage\in World War H 
and was oif course repaired, the staiAed glasfii i n the east 
window b<6ing f i n a l l y renewed i n 1952. 
Never considered by antiquaries to be of much i n t e r e s t 
C5.ate pth.C. w r i t e r s describe i t as b e i n g s m a l l ' 'mean' 
or ' dilapidated' ) i t i s now nevertheless, a neat l i t t l e 
church.set i n d e l i g h t f u l surroundings. A short a r c h i t e c t 
u r a l / d e s c r i p t i o n i s published i n John Newman's West Kent 
and the Weald and there i s an o f f i c i a l guidebook to the 
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The F i n a n c i a l Report from the Effeasurer was next read and accepted, 
proposed "by Mr.Germain and seconded by Mr.Good. 
Urs.Gardner said t h a t the cost o f the CTC Advert had gone up, a-oout 
25foitnxt as time was g e t t i n g short she had p a i d f o r t h i s to appear 
again f o r another year, "beginning w i t h the Jtme issue o f Cstcle-
Touring. The Committee accepted her a c t i o n , i t "being again mentioned 
t h a t most o f her e n q u i r i e s f o r i n f o m a t i o n about the club' r e f e r r e d 
to Cycle-Touring. ' ' 

Correspondence to the Secretary was read, and 12 new members were 
elected^ Proposed' by Mr.Wonder and sEEHgt seconded by Ml*. Germain. 
It'was learned w i t h r e g r e t , t h a t our memberHr.A.Layzell had died 
while on a t r i p to Y o r k s h i r e to a t t e n d a T r i c y c l e A s s o c i a t i o n Meet, 
Not a l o t was known about h i s passing but when more i n f o r m a t i o n was 
forthcoming e i t h e r from Mrs.James o r Mrs T u f f n e l l a short item would 
be i n s e r t e d i n our magazine "Signpost" Mrs.Gardenr agreed to get i n 
touch w i t h these two people. 

I t was a small matter o f concern to hear t h a t there were s t i l l 33 
members who had not renewed t h e i r membership f o r 1979, "but as notes 
had been i n s e r t e d i n t o t h e i r magazines i t was agreed t o leave t h i s 
and see what response was forthcoming, Mrs.Gardner mentioned t h a t 
the Brutons at H e r t f o r d T;ere two o f those at f a u l t and t h i s was going 
to make i t d i f f i c u l t to arrainge the re-unipn, t h i s year as i t was 
u s u a l l y at t h e i r home. Mr,.;WQoder said' t h a t he would contact Mr, & Mrs 
Brutdn'by telephone to spe i f they were renewing and ^ e t some date 
f i x e d up f o r the i*e-tinibn, he would then ,telephone Mrs.Wilcox so t h a t 
i t could be anho\±hc0d .̂ h .the June issue.Q^^^ Another ardiggest-
i o n f<^j^ a re^^iunion'-ivas put .forward by M-r.M.oor^ t h a t The'Wendy House 
i n He r'tfo-pd would ̂ probably-do t h i s f o r "ua i f giyehi; the'proper request 
arid time' and t h a t i f Mr.Wooder was \msuccessful he woul<^ se« what 
cpul^lxfbe. done, ; ' -
The Mimutes o f the AGM h e l d on 10th February .1979 were then read 
and accepted, proposed by Mr.Germain and seconded by Mr.Bmburey. 
Mention was made- o f the item . r e ^ r d i n g Cancer Research sihd the Estate 
Agent at W i ^ i t t l e , but . . i t ^ . was agreed t h a t t h i s was not an item f o r 
i n c l u s i o n i i v S i g n p o s t ; '.. • ' . 
The stLggestion bj^ members, Mr.Mr'fi.French at Halesworth t h a t \a 
g e t - t o g e t h e r at.'Bla'xhali:;Youfh Hostel be arranged,- wa^ di'scus^sed and 
i t was decided that' 'i,t was no to r e a l l y s u i t a b l e f o r t h i s as , i t was 
r a t h e r a long way awair ^ t t h a t - i t would ppssiblef be a good centre 
f o r a future.vBank H o l i d a y , T o u r i s t .arid we should Keep t h i s i n mind. 
Mrs,Gardner; next brought up two interns t h a t ,M??.Pemberton''had asked to 
be discussed. The f i r s t jbeing tlhat' "Would'it be p o s s i b l e f o r Mr. 
Tilfooder to .arrange f o r a deputy leadei* on the runs t h a t he v/as unable 
to lead^'.! Wheikt was learned t h a t " l ^ r i i mfoodeir* and Mr.Qood had already 
an arrangement about t h i s , no .more MSDS needed. The second item was 
about the numbers a t t e n d i n g Itimah. time iheets a t gome of. the pubs, 
Mr.Pemberton mentioned. that'^on<k/ione. occasion some f o l k had to be 
outside during r^thei?'bad-:weather^ there being i n s u f f i c i e n t room . 
i n s i d e , but Mr.Stewart and Mr. Wooder' s a i d t h a t they do not both use 
the same places f o r i u n c h at. the' same time, ^Neither o f these leaders 
f e l t t h a t they overcrowded the pubs. Mr.Moore then spoke/about the 
d i f f i c u l t y o f nuinibers i n t r a f f i c , they Seemed to get so many out 
some days t h a t the iparty had to s p l i t up. i n t o smaller groups f o r 
safteys sake, everyone agreed . 
Mr.Moore then went on to say t h a t Mr.James o f Rickmansworth was 
considering s t a r t i n g a short Sunday r i d e f o r - t h o s e members, i n the 
75-85 age group. We do have meabers i n t h i s category and they^wanted 
to r i d e but some o f the o r d i n a r y runs were a b i t too .'far, everyone 
agreed t h a t t h i s would be a-good idea .to encourage our o l d e r members" 
to do what they. were ^Ga^able o f . 



London Record O f f i c e f o r help, 
I f e e l that ny i n v e s t i g a t i o n s which have been spread 
over eight year-s due to a l i t t l e spare timS w i l l take 
soae time yet, I enjoy every "find" slowly, 
I have found records of twelve great-great-grandparents, 
mainly i n Sussex, . 
Oiie p l e a I make i s to make oure that a l l photographs 
l i k e l y to be of use to genealogists are named and dat( 
My searches have found me s e v e r a l " l o s t r e l a t i o n s " i 
many friendSj two of whom are members of the°Bexley^ 
Antiquarian Society* I hope, i n my retirement to m^e 
a presentable dbid p i c t o r i a l record of my findings/for 
the younger nemoers of our family so that they ^ 1 1 not 
have the s t a r t \ had of 

" Ho entries, i n the Pajdly Bible " 

JOAU .HOIMAN. 

WHO ARE THE [E PEOPLE IN/BEXLEY ? 

Well, they are a group, ̂ f people wlfo. are members of the 
Bexley Association for Refurbishli!^ Museum Items and 
Equipment ( Subscription^- hard/work ) • They are engaged 
for a couple of hours or BO every Wednesday night at the 
Museum at E f i t h i n conserving adid r e s t o r i n g objects i n 
the Borough* s c o l l e c t i o n , VTher scope of the work very 
much r e f l e c t s the varied nature of the c o l l e c t i o n . 
Among the items f i n i s h e d o r ) i n course "of r e s t o r a t i o n are 
OHROMCTROPES 
These are l a n t e r n s l i d e s / w i t h VechaAical devices used to 
simulate movement and t r i c k e f f e c t s . Many of the members 
no doubt remember t h e i r demonstxtation at the 1975 A,G,M» 
of the Antiquarian Society. I n >fche course of time many 
of them become damaa^d or get d i ^ lodged into the works 
and t h e y s e i z e up, 2 e c e s s i t a t i n g xheir dismantling and 
cleaning, such as thoae which depiVt r a b b i t s appeating 
from conjuror's hats, people ki c k i n g f o o t b a l l s e t c . which 
are operated by c>ne piece of g l a s s ^ e i n g s l i d across 
another, Slidear that depict a w i n d M l l where the sweeps 
turn or give kaleidoscopic e f f e c t s may considt of the 
moving part oy the pibture painted o A a g l a s s ' i n s e t 
i n t o a brass r i n g which has teeth. cutVLnto i t , movement 
being caused/by & side winding handle which has a cog
wheel' on i W end. On one of t h i s type .of s l i d e some ' 
teeth, whiodi a r e d e s s than one eight of\an i n c h high, had 
become broken off and one of our BARMIE >engineers 
s k i l f u l l y ' c u t new teeth anO pinned them imto the brass 
r i n g . Oa.rcular movement nay also be occaBioned by thP 
brass rifng being grooved and i n which, a tensioned 
cord nins i n t o a figure of eight movement around a 
wooden wheel which is«inset adjacent and in*o the main 
body of the s l i d e . When cords are replaced dne has to 
be c a r e f u l to ensure that the j o i n i n g knot small 
enough not to jam the works. 
SIGNS 
There are two'signs i n course 6f r e s t o r a t i o n And d i s p l a y 
at the moment, both from E r i t h , " Praser ft ChWlmers, 
Mining'& M i l l i n g Ltd." c o n s i s t s of f i r e b r i c k , \ t i l e -
glazed, purple l e t t e r s on a mustard background.\ Each 

4. 



(3) 

Mr,: Wooder, then s a i d ' t h a t he had received a runs, l i s t from M r . J e f f o r d 
at Luton who was endeavouring to get the Luton Section going again, 
t h i s was welcomed by a l l those present. 
Mr. Germsiin asked about the i n s e r t i o n o f items f o r e n t r y i n t o 
Signpos-c on time f o r members to book up. The S l i d e Show at Ugley, 
The Cambridge CTG .Slide Show and the Re-union being the three most 
pressing a t the moment. I t was agreed to t r y . to arrange the TJgley 
Show f o r 10th November, Mr. Good would see Mr.Clisby about t h i s but 
thought the date would be QK, The Cambridge Show was usuall'y i n the 
middle o f October and Mrs,Gardner agreed to telepho'ne Mrs. Wilcox 
as soon as thte CTC Magazine came,'then the e n t r y would be i n the 
June lissiife of'Signpost, the Ugley Show could be i n June, and September, 
the Re-Union was. suggested fo]f sometime i n September, 'Mr.Wpp;der 
was d e a l i n g w i t h t h i s and would ; arrange f o r the eiitry"''to ' be'in the 
June issue i f i t was p o s s i b l e . These dptes would give, members more 
time, y/e had s l i p p e d up a b i t i n the e n t r y o f the; May Day; and Spring 
Bank Holiday; T o u r i s t s and they had not been i n the magazine at a l l , 
Mrs. Gardearr.sa:j:.d t h a t In''spite o f t h i s she had eleven booked f o r 
S t r a t f o r d a t Bastei», t h i s was- a d v e r t i s e d i n time, Mr.Germain hfed 
managed to get 9 booked u p ' f o r May Day at iS t r e a t l e y , but sq f a r had 
only two for.Salis^bury at ;Spring Bank Holiday. 

The date o f the next meeting was agreed to be 18th August, a b i t l a t e r 
as the Secretary would ,not be a v a i l a b l e i n e a r l y J u l y . 
The meeting diosed,at 2pm. w i t h a vote o f thanks t o the Qhairman. 



p a r i s h r e g i s t e r s may be I n p r i n i . Most may be s t u d i e d I n 
County Record O f f i l c e s , some I t t Reference L i b r a r i e s and some 
are s t i l l k e p t by the Incumbent o f t h e p a r i s h . Some have 
been l o s t . I was i k c k y i n f i n d i n g a l l . the A r d l n g l y 
r e g i s t e r s p r e - 1812 copied by the Sussex Record Society 
and I was so able t o t r a c e my Holman ancestors back 
t o 1561. The S,R;S. volumes can be read i n t h e Westminster 
Reference L i b r a r y , London. The Diocesan r e g i s t r a r has 
copies of a l l r e c o r d s . 
W i l l s from 1857 can be seen i n Sonerset House, / A search 
f o r t h e w i l l e n t r y i s f r e e . There i s ^ a small charge f o r 
r e a d i n g a copyXof the w i l l (25p. r e c e n t l y ) and a copy 
t o purchase i s W i c e d per page. I-have found much 
g e n e a l o g i c a l infistrmation i n a few weeks - x^ames o f 
c h i l d r e n , addresses, occupations. 
The n a t i o n a l c o l l e c t i o n of a l l newspapers/is t o be found 
i n the B r i t i s h Newspaper L i b r a r y , C o l i n d a i e , London, I 
read t h e account o f th<s f u n e r a l s of two/of my g r e a t 
g r a n d f a t h e r s i n copies the Mid Sussex Times i n a 
pri n t e r ' s a r c h i v e s i n HayWrds Heath. 
L o c a l S o c i e t i e s can be very h e l p f u l , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
Family H i s t o r y S o c i e t i e s , ^ am a merfber of the Sussex 
Family H i s t o r y S o c i e t y who l a s t y e a r / published a 
Southern Counties R e g i s t e r wMch d e t a i l s the f a m i l y 
i n t e r e s t s o f members it f o u r Familjy H i s t o r y S o c i e t i e s 
of Hampshire, Kent, Surrey andNsusatex. Membership o f 
such a s o c i e t y can reduce r e s e a ^ l y costs and combined 
resources and p o o l i n g o f I n f o r m a t i o n can save much tim e . 
Many members t r a n s c r i b e old documjBnts and a l l o f us 
t r y t o deposit our pedigrees conwl^te and incomplete 
i n the good l i b r a r y which they have\ 
I w i l l t r y t o l i s t some of the i ^ t e r \ s t s which have 
r e s u l t e d from my researches 
1. C o l l e c t i o n of books about /Sussex\ the main 

county o f my ancestors, 
2. V i s i t s t o every church me^fitioned iVi my t r e e 

and making a c o l l e c t i o n off post cards or photo
graphs o f these churches knd of any\houses and 
places i n v/hich my f o r b e a r s l i v e d , 

3. Membership of the East G*instead Soci^ety, the 
Sussex Family H i s t o r y S o c i e t y and a magazine 
su b s c r i b e r t o A r d i n g l y church. One pa i d s h i o n e r , 
a member of the s t a f f o f A r d i n g l y College, has 
been w r i t i n g a h i s t o r y / o f the v i l l a g e i i \ t h i s 
magazine, 

4. F i n d i n g a few gravestalhes and c l e a n i n g th( 
5. Correspondence w i t h f e l l o w g e n e a l o g i s t s , I 

c u r r e n t l y s h a r i n g . i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h a r e t i r e e 
i n d u s t r i a l chemist i n S u f f o l k who i s w r i t i n g ' 
a t h e s i s on " T h e / d i s t r i b u t i o n o f the Longle^ 
f a m i l y . " 

An e x c i t i n g adventure R e c e n t l y happened w h i l s t I was 
l o o k i n g a t a f o n t i n sJ church i n Kent and was asked t o 
get the p o l i c e t o hel j ) a b a t t e r e d w i f e get out of the 
church where she was Ail ding from a husband who was not 
f a r away o u t s i d e and/had no knowledge o f her whereabouts 
and had o n l y the day before been discharged from p r i s o n 
f o r a s s u l t i n g her, I was able t o get h e l p . 
My most r e c e n t d i s c b v e r y of ancestors having l i v e d i n 
C t f o r d i n 1772 has s t a r t e d an e l d e r l y i n h a b i t a n t 
whose name i n the p a r i s h magazine came t o my n o t i c e , 
making v e r y u s e f u l e n q u i r i e s and has brought her 
much p l e a s u r e . 
There are a t l e a s t one hundred r e p o s i t o r i e s i n London, 
i n c l u d i n g docximents about churches, banks, borough 
a r c h i v e s , r a i l w a y s , schools e t c . Consult the Gree. ;er 

5. 



MlWy'?ES OP GO'MMITTEE MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 18th AUGUST I979, 

10 Members were present when the meeting commenced at 12,30 pm. 
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The Secretary then read p a r t o f a l e t t e r she had received from Mrs. 
Wilcox regarding the balance o f the club items t h a t were held by our 



l a t e members Mr. Stan. Russell, a f t e r some discussion i t was agreed 
t h a t Mrs, Gardner should w r i t e to Mrs, Russell pnd arrange f o r some 
one to ,call and c o l l e c t these items which would then be t r a n s f e r r e d 
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3.IT^JT-as OP-COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY 3rd NOV®£BER- 1979. 
'11*Members .were present, I c t t o r s o f appology were received f n m 
Mr.Wood'er and M r . J e f f b r d , and a v e r b a l message ;from Mrs.¥/ilcox- who 
was -um-'ell. When Mr.Good came In-he Vi/as received ¥/ith a c e r t a i n • 
amount o f applause. He had been i n h o s p i t a l .since the l a s t meeting 
— • • Q — i - j 1. • •• •• 1 - — 1 J - I n J . i„ »- - J ..^^^^ ̂  — . 1 — J] L i L d i d u f ill I d uri IG ffch AugT?g%= :ro voc^ 5e 
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ĉ o 

0n be 
i n 
the 
ren 
as 
wa: 
t h 
re: 
pu 
ve 
a l l 
ge 

Mail 
S 

Th4 
s 
p r i 

3 and Seconded by Mil Germain. 

ffle 

[iQ^o ' The 
then read 

runs' adverj 
. • Thi s xiB s 
i t i o n e d thJe 
he show ag 
[to supper 
C y c l i s t s 
there \^eiie 

aid t h a t E 
Erelajid Whio 

get sect 
& Mr. Whi 
med had s 
d tha t as 

Russell, he 
cts o f the 

se were no 

ta 

hb 

tb 

iLuton. Sec 
the l e t t e ' 

ftised had " 
re'~arded 
Sli d e .3 

reed t h a t 
and- 35 Y^ho 
Weekend anj 
7. kO+ m. 
had w r i 

had, du 
ions goingj 
t e v/ere nol 
iaid t h a t 
a r e s u l t 
had been! 
club 

lw w i t h Hra 

she 

on came 
r from Mr 
been made 
a:s a good 
w at Ugl 

t i t Was a 
attended 

d- s l i d e sli 
eirabers at 
t t e n to thl 

ij i n g the p 
, but the 
t at a l l 

t|hey would 
o f the l e i ] 
able to 

t the l a t e 
.Wilcox as 

ey 
succ ŝ e 
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D u p l i c a t i n g P a p e r a n d 2 t u b e s ' o f I n k f r o m t h e m a n d - a l l p r e s e n t ° 
a g r e e d t h a t i f M r . Newman a f t e r u s e , f o u n d t h e s e , i t e m s t o b e a l r i g h t 
M r s . G a r d i i B r was t o r e - o r d e r i m m e d i a t e l y a l a r g e r q u a n t i t y b e f o r e 
p r i c e s w e n t u p a g a i n . 
MTI OTIIBP- OINSOO. 
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